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First ATLS sessions
are offered at MMC

Judith T. Stone, R N, will assume post as

An intensive two-day course designed
to upgrade physicians' skills in the initial
management, stabilization and transportation of the severely traumatized patient
begins Friday at Maine Medical Center.
This new Advance Trauma Life Support
(ATLS) training program is the surgical
equivalent of the Advanced Cardiac Life
Support program which has, in the past
three years, provided training for more
than 2,000 physicians statewide.
After two years of planning, the EMS
Project of the Department of Human
Services and the Department of Surgery
of the University of Colorado, in collaboration with the Maine Medical
Center, are presenting the initial ATLS
program for physicians who manage
trauma patients in emergency departments, operating rooms and intensive
care units.
The program is a result of the collaborative efforts of Richard C. Britton,
M.D., Chairman, MMC Department of
Surgery, H. Alan Hume, M.D., Medical
Director of the EMS project, and J.
Cuthbert Owens, M.D., Professor of
Surgery, University of Colorado School
of Medicine.
The course consists of a series of slidetape presentations of some 20 topics
intimately related to management of
the trauma patient. Didactic sessions are
accompanied by practical experience in
the animal lab and testing of a-variety of
clinical skills (such as insertion of central
venous lines, CPR, intubation, use of
MAST trousers, peritoneal dialysis, pericardiocentesis) during a series of workshop sessions.
The intent of the two-day course is

JUdith T. Stone, RN, acting director for Nursing Education, has been appointed acting
vice president for Nursing. Ms. Stone will assume that post when the resignation of Agnes
E. Flaherty, RN, becomes effective in early February.
Ms. Flaherty, director of MMC's Nursing department since 1970, announced her
resignation a year ago, stating her conviction that one should not stay in the top nursing
position at an institution as complex as MMC for more than ten years. She has accepted
the position of Director of Nursing Services with the Webber Hospital Association in
Biddeford, and will assume duties there in March.
Ms. Stone, prior to joining MMC in
tun ate to have Judy Stone. In the short
September 1979, was acting Dean of the
time she has been on staff here, she has
University of Southern Maine School of
impressed a lot of people with her knowNursing. An associate professor on the
ledge.
faculty of Medical-Surgical Nursing, she
"Her talents and skills will be
had been with USM 11 years and served
invaluable during this interim period,"
as School of Nursing department chairDr. Andrews said. "There will be no
man for six of those years.
doubts about the leadership and integrity
Announcing Ms. Stone's appointment,
of the Nursing department." Ms. Stone's
MMC President Edward C. Andrews,
presence, he added, allows MMC time to
Jr., M.D., said: "We are extremely forSTONE,page
3
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MMC's acting vice president for Nursing

CONTINUITY IN QUALITY of Nursing care is assured as Judith T. Stone, RN, left,
and Agnes E. Flaherty, RN, move into final days of transition period. (A/V Photo)

ATLS, from page 1
to create a cadre of ATLS physician
instructors throughout the state. Following successful completion of the
training program, physicians will participate in similar regional ATLS programs
in an effort to widely disperse and upgrade skills and knowledge needed to
improve patient outcome following
trauma.
The impact of the program will be
assessed over a three-year period by the
Department of Human Services, state
medical and hospital associations and the
Maine Health Information Center.
National and state experiences suggest
that up to 15 or 20 percent more trauma
victims might be saved with more timely
initial resuscitation and stabilization
accompanied by early, aggressive definitive surgery or prompt transfer of
WMTW-TV reporter Diane Cronin, left, and Elaine Solesky, AN Resources, get set
selected complex problems to referral
to replay cancer film series on MMC's channel 5. (A/V Photo)
centers for similar but more sophisticated
and intensive management.
In addition to Drs. Britton, Hume and
Owens, the ATLS faculty consists of:
Richard Swengel, M.D., F.A.C.S., Dept.
It was "like a homecoming" for
Carpooling, if it works well, becomes
of Neurosurgery, Central Maine Medical
a little bit of a way of life. The responWMTW-TV news reporter Diane Cronin
Center; Peter Mason, M.D., F.A.C.S.,
who was guest speaker at a meeting last
sibilities and details are best worked out
Dept. of Surgery, Millinocket Hospital;
in advance, before a commitment beweek of the Service and Rehabilitation
Dean Girard, M.D., F..'\.C.S., Dept. of
comes official. Following are a few
Committee of Maine Medical Center.
Surgery, LaJunta Hospital, LaJunta,
examples of procedures to plan, and
Before joining the Channel 8 news
Colorado; and Dr. Boyd Bigelow, M.D.,
problems to anticipate:
staff last spring, she had been a radiation
F.A.C.P., Dept. of Pulmonary Medicine,
1. Establish an ironclad rule that your
therapy technician at MMC's Southern
University of Colorado.
pool serves but one purpose: commuting
Maine Radiation Therapy Institute.
Instructor candidates have registered
Ms. Cronin showed and discussed a
to and from work. Problems will occur
from the following acute care institutions
series of television reports she had
if your carpool becomes a shopping or
throughout the state: Maine Medical
produced recently entitled "Living With
an errand service.
Center, Mercy Hospital, Osteopathic
Cancer." A five-part series aired in
2. Try to agree on just one driver Hospital of Maine, Portland; Regional
December on the Region Eight News, it
permanently. He or she will not only
Hospital, Parkview Hospital, Brunswick;
dealt with cancer, its causes and cures,
feel a definite responsibility to be the
Pen Bay Medical Center, Rockland;
and focused on some Maine people whose Camden Hospital, Camden; Central Maine
driver but chances for misunderstandings
lives have been touched by the disease.
will be greatly reduced.
Medical Center, St. Mary's General
Hospital, Lewiston; Franklin County
3. Establish a firm agreement in
Memorial Hospital, Farmington; Wateradvance on reimbursement for driving
picked up immediately before him.
ville Osteopathic Hospital, Mid-Maine
expenses, and agree on a regular payment
5. Don't overlook such small points
Medical Center, Waterville; Augusta
basis.
as
smoking,
radio station choice and
4. It is extremely important that a
General Hospital, Augusta; Redingtonvolume, earlier starting time on inclement
chain of communications be established
Fairview Memorial Hospital, Skowhegan.
days, etc. It wouldn't hurt to provide
among carpool members so that rapid
Also, Mount Desert Island Hospital,
. each passenger with a concise list of
adjustments can be made with minimum
Bar Harbor; Mayo Memorial Hospital,
carpool rules.
delay and inconvenience. The chain of
Dover-Foxcroft; Downeast Community
communication
should follow the
Hospital, Machias; St. Josephs Hospital,
Information cards to help the Public
morning pick-up sequence: driver, passenBangor;
A.R. Gould Memorial Hospital,
Information Department match up
ger one, passenger two, passenger three.
Presque
Isle; Cary Memorial Hospital,
prospective carpoolers will be distributed
If a passenger must change plans, he or
Caribou and Houlton Regional Hospital,
in pay envelopes the first week in
she should notify the person who is
Houlton.
February.

Plan ahead for

carpool comfort

WMTW-TV reporter
gives talk at MMC

STONE, from page 1
conduct a thorough and careful search to
fill the position of vice president for
Nursing.
A native of Maine, and a graduate of
the University of Maine, Ms. Stone
received her M.S. in Medical Surgical
Nursing/Administration from the University of Pennsylvania. She was MedicalSurgical Nursing supervisor at Pennsylvania Hospital in Philadelphia, and
directed the Medical-Surgical Nursing
staff at New England Deaconess Hospital
in Boston before returning to Portland
and USM.
Ms. Stone is a member of the
American Nurses' Association; she has
chaired several key committees of the
Maine Nurses' Association and is currently serving that organization as first vice
president. She has been president and
secretary of the Maine State Board of
Nursing; she serves on the by-laws committee of the New England Council of
Higher Education in Nursing, the education advisory committee for Mary Hitchcock-Dartmouth Medical Center, and was
an advisor to the Tri-State Planning for
Nursing Education committee of the
New England Council.
Agnes Flaherty, a recognized leader
in Maine health care, has served as chairman of the American Nurses' Association
Council of State Boards of Nursing, as
President of the Maine State Nurses'
Association, and as an officer and
director of several other nursing and
health related organizations.
A diploma graduate of the Maine Eye
and Ear Infirmary School of Nursing,
Portland, Miss Flaherty received her
Bachelor's Degree from Columbia University Teacher's College and her Master's
from the Catholic University of America,
Washington, D.C. She served as an Air
Force Nurse in World War II, and recently
retired from the Maine Army Reserve
with the rank of full colonel.
A Portland native and Cape Elizabeth
resident, Ms. Flaherty has served as a
public health coordinator in Flint,
Michigan, as Director of Nursing Services at Maine Eye and Ear Infirmary,
as Assistant Director of Nursing Services
at Maine Medical Center, and as Executive Director of the Maine State Board of
Nursing.
"What has evolved in the last ten years
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VOLUNTEERS PUSHING CARTS are a familiar sight at Maine Medical Center - and
an especially welcome one to patients who await regular visits from the Library, Craft
and Art carts. Jeanette Gagnon of Westbrook is one of three volunteers who circulate
the Art Cart through the hospital twice a week so that patients may choose or exchange
the art works hanging on their walls. Here, she helps Gregory Hopkins of Portland
brighten his recent stay on R1. Mrs. Gagnon, a volunteer since 1973, has worked more
than 700 hours and walked miles of corridors at MMC. (A/V Photo)

Speed reading class
comes soon to MMC
A course in speed reading will be
offered to Maine Medical Center
employees, starting Monday, February
25. The course will be taught in six
2-hour sessions over five consecutive
weeks. Total enrollment is limited to
twenty participants.
To meet the needs of employees on all
three shifts, the program will be scheduled
in two sections. One series of classes will
be held between 8 and 10 a.m., and a
second series is scheduled between 3:30
and 5 p.m. Participants will be asked to

provides the best statement one can
make about Agnes," Dr. Andrews said.
"She has brought the nursing department and the hospital through the most
challenging of times. Through tremendous increases in the complexities of
patient care and sophistication in Nursing
services, she has assured our ability to
adapt to rapid changes. Agnes Flaherty
is one very great lady and a great nurse."

sign up for one section or the other;
it will not be possible to attend a morning
class one week and an afternoon class the
following week.
Interested employees should call
Director of Training Susan Williams or
Debbie McLaughlin at 2824 in the
Personnel Department for further information. Because enrollments are limited,
it's a good idea to call early.
This program is the first of a series of
courses being developed for MMC staff
by the Personnel Department. Many of
the courses to be offered in following
months will be aimed at supervisory and
management personnel. Several, like the
speed reading program, will be open to
just about anyone interested.

you should know
The following telephone number
change for Clifford Nelson, M.D.,
Research: from 2469 to 2362.
A correction on the number listed
for Tom Noonan who's coordinating
MMC employees' use of the Waynflete
gym: it should be 2182.

AB blood is needed
to .continue research
Persons with type AB blood already
know they are rare in the world; only
about 4 percent of the population have
that type. They are proportionately rare
within the Maine Medical Center family,
and right now they are needed to help
further a research project.
Staff Pathologist Donald Howard,
M.D., is investigating a technique which
may eventually aid the the diagnosis of
breast cancer. The technique involves
using an antibody found only in AB
serum.
Anyone with type AB blood who is
willing to donate, should call Paula
Ferguson in R1A, at 2711.
.

Patient menus are
available in Braille
Braille menus are now available to
MMC patients. They follow the same
format as the new restaurant style menus
and contain the six major diets, according
to Director of Food Services Robert
Underwood.
The menus are a gift of The Braille
Library, Underwood says, with special
thanks going to the library's May Hill.

about people
JANIS GLOVER, Audio/Visual
Resources Librarian, has successfully
qualified for, and received word of her
certification as a Health Sciences
Librarian.
ROBERT HERZOG, a Nursing
Assistant in ER and a nursing student at
Westbrook College, has been named to
Who's Who in American College students.
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marketplace
FOR RENT: In So. Portland, 8 rms., 2 baths,
furnished to suit tenants, May - Sept. rental,
freezer, refrig., dishwasher, range, elec, heat,
near Centerboard Yacht Club, $2,000 for
summer,4 - 5 tenants rnax, Call 767-4064 or
363-4511.
FOR RENT: 1 bdrm. Bolton St. apt., parking,
washer/dryer hook-up, $235/mo., and utils.
Call 772-5987 or 781-4300, ask for Vincent
Connoly.
FOR SALE: Stow Davis Desk, 68"x34"
w/37" typewriter arm, walnut w/1!).asstop.
Call 772-1075 (days) or 774-0643 after
7:30 p.m,
FOR SALE: 1974 Skyline Mobile Home,
appliances, W/W carpet, W/D hook-up, drapes,
sundeck, on large sunny lot in Friendly Village.
Asking $9,800. Call 799-0985.
FOR SALE: 1973 Opel Manta w/recently
rebuilt engine, extra wheel & tire, best offer.
Call 797.fJ472 after 5 p.m.
FOR SALE: 1972 Chevy Caprice, AM/FM
radio, good condition, best offer. Message at
799-2277 from 9 - 5.
FOR SALE: Best offer, double bed box spring
and mattress, AM/FM car radio (Clarion),
2 (new) Sanyo dual speaker kit set for car,
2 B.F. Goodrich radial tires 70-13, 4 Mazda
Mag wheels, mens' jackets (med.), portable
sewing machine. Call 846-9822.
FOR SALE: 1972 Volvo 144 4-<1oorsedan,
ex. cond., no rust, low mileage on rebuilt
engine, best offer over $2,500. Call 865.fJ167
eves.
FOUND: Awards pin, call Elaine at 2257.
W~NTED: Kitten, 6-8 wks. old, litter box
trained, Call 846-3602 after 6 p.m.
DRAWING CLASSES: Certified instructor,
Sun. 3-5 p.m. 1/27 - Charcoal (5 wks., $20);
2/29 - Gesture, contour measuring, eye
sharpening skills (3 wks., $12); 3/23 - Ink
(5 wks., $20); 4/27 - Tempra (4 wks., $16).
Call 829-5182 or 829-3218 after 5 p.m.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING is published every
Wednesday at M.aine Medical Center, Portland,
Maine for members of the Hospital community
and fOTfriends of the institution throughout
Maine and northern New England. Comments,
questions and suggestions may be addressed to
the Editor, Public Information Office, MMC,
Portland, Me., 04102.
Contributors to this issue:
Barbara Bums, Editor
Susan Hosmer, Public Information
Ella Hudson, A/V Resources
Charlotte Hurd, A/V Resources
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop

new employees
CHEMISTRY
Maureen Kenny
COPY CENTER
Carol Rairdon
EMERGENCY
Andrea Schober
HEALTH EDUCATION
Elizabeth Whited
HOUSEKEEPING
Cynthia Albin
Dorothy Alves
Grace Comeau
John Coyne
Margaret Enman
Kathleen Gillis
Lorna MacMillan
Rena Toole
MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
Arthur Auger
MEDICAL RECORDS
Diane Faulkner
NURSING
Paula Baker
Stephanie Baston
Mary Blair
Geraldine Budd
Alice Cirillo
Lorraine Couture
Harley Donnelly
Paula Emanuello
Sandra Hoey
Thomas Lusth
Catherine Moss
Donna Palmer
Joan Stygles
Gretchen Van Buren
PARKING
Dorothy Bakiewicz
Michael Chandler
Janine PIatts
PATIENT ACCOUNTS
Lois Welch
PERSONNEL
Lynn Breckinridge
Brian Gagan
PULMONARY MEDICINE
Rose Whiteside

